WIFE  DEPENDENCY  AS  RELATED  TO  MARITAL  ADJUSTMENT, 
MASCULINITY-FEMININITY  AND  PERCEPTUAL  CONGRUENCE 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


patience  end  advice. 


INTRODUCTION . 


The  hypotheses  were  divided  into  two  groups.  One 
group  dealt  with  differences  between  the  Independent  and 
Dependent  groups.  Zt  was  predicted  that  the  Independent 
group  would  have  (a)  higher  M/A  scores,  (b):  higher  P/C 

(c)  lower  M-?  scores  for  husbands  end  wives  respectively. 

predicted  direction  In  four  of  the  six  comparisons  (the 

had  higher  P/C  scores,  and  (b)  there  vas  no  difference 
in  the  masculinity  scores  of  the  husbands  in  the  two 

higher  husband  M/A  scores,  higher  wife  P/C  scores  and  lower 
wife  femininity  scores).  The  high  correlation  between  wife's 
femininity  and  wife's  social  and  financial  dependency  vas 
interpreted  as  evldonee  for  the  hypothesised  commonality 
between  femininity,  as  traditionally  defined,  and  the  psycho- 

P/Q  in  the  two  groups.  It  vas  predicted  that  P/C  would  be 
positively  related  to'  M/A,  in  all  groups  except  the 
dependent  wives'.-  In  fact,-  P/C  was  not  related  to  M/A  in 


A positive  relationship  was  also  predicted  between 
M-F  scores  and  X/A  in  the  Dependent,  but  not  the  Independent 
group.  The  results  indicated  that  femininity  had  an  equally 
(or  nearly  so)  detrimental  effect  on  M/A  for  husbands  and 
wives  in  both  groups.  Husband's  masculinity  was  not  signi- 
ficantly related  to  M/A  in  any  group. 

cd  to  her  self-rated  femininity, 

'pereeiver"  and  (d)  perceptual 
•ad  to  marital  adjustment. 


subjects:  (a)  the  wif 

status  is  positively  r 
(b)  msscullnity/lndepend 
high  marital  adjustment 


"person  perceived1 
congruence  per  se 


INTRODUCTION 


little  disagreement.  It  was  i 


socially  acceptable  thing  t 


Modern  labor-saving  devices  and  service  industries 
goals  such  as  a career,  education,  or  social  and  community 


The  availability  of  effective  birth  control  methods 

commit  themselves  to  personal  goals  that  previously  could  not 
to  Che  uncertainties  of  pregnancy. 

cause  and  effect  role,  is  the  changing  philosophy  of  our 
society  with  regard  to  many  issues.  The  once  "unquestioned 


perfectly  acceptable  for  a vlfe  to 
children.  In  addition,  the  actual 
children  per  family  and  the  increase! 

facilitate  a mother's  involvement  in 

will  happen  to  the  traditional  wife  i 

cleaning  tha  house,  preparing  meals  . 


d caring  for  children! 


specialisation  within  the  family  is  thought  to  bo  essential. 


e wife  specializes  in  expressive  o 


Reviewing  this  theory  and 
Bombers . The  wife  facilitates  t 


(through  cultural  training)  p 
the  sexes.  Not  surprisingly, 


a correlation  1 
see  themselves 


affective  functions, 
the  research  supporting  it, 

! growth  of  other  family 
cullnity-f emininity . If 


-vely  and  their  marital  adjustment, 
examplo,  working  wives  and  their  husbands 


enely  found  to  be  significantly  correlated 
high  marital  adjustment  for  both  husband  and  wife, 


Study  after  study  reports 


to  choir  ability  and  willingness  c 
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0?  THE  LITERATURE 


roles  are  incorporated  into  marriage) , 

In  Che  course  of  studying  the  structure  of  snail* 
task-oriented  groups.  Bales  noticed  sone  striking  analogies 


predominate  in  instrumental  behaviors  and  the  iemales  in 


to  be  a stable  focus  ■ of  inCegration,  the  integrative-expres- 
The  stability  of  the  system  and  the  security  of  its  members 

authority  for  decisions  and  for  getting  things  done  may 
also  be  a threat  to  the  system's  stability. 

al  role.  Parsons  and  bales  say  that  the  bearing,  early 
rearing  and  nursing  of  children  establishes  a strong  presump- 
tive primacy  of  the  relationship  of  the 

should  specialize  in  the  alternative  Instrument 

can  be  coded  and  then  classified  i 
gories  (1969).  These  categories  c 
larger  categories:  (a)  positive  ( 

answers  and  negative  actions,  while  females  w 
Strodbeck  (1966),  using  Bales '■  system 


if ferent 


n attempted 


f jury  numbers,  presence^  dec 
to  specialize  in  att'empced  a 


attempted  answers  Co  toCal  aces  was  higher  for  males  Chen 
females,  and  che  oppoaice  crua  for  positive  reacCions. 

caced  by  these  findings;  Che  male  Calces  che  lead  by  concri- 
bucing  che  major  share  of  ideas  and  che  female  does  her  pare 
hy  raaccing  Co  his  suggestions,  by  smooching  over  rough 

Jerold  (1968)  hypocheslsed  chac  these  tradlclonal 


divided  inci 


i cend  Co  disappear  as  degree  of  lnclmacy 


0 three  groups  according  to  Inferred 


(dating,  going  steady,  or  married)  on 
they  evidenced  tradlclonal  male-female 


He  found  CheC  in  the  sample  as  a whole,  males  did 
tend  to  dominate  in  che  cask  section  (attempted  answers, 
questions)  and  females  in  posicive  sees.  There  were  no 
differences  in  negacive  reactions.  However,  with  Increased 
intimacy,  the  traditional  pacterns  did  become  less  prominent, 
with  females  initiating  more  task-oriented  acts  and  males 
evidencing  more  posicive  reactions. 

Using  similar  reasoning,  Leik  (1963)  hypothesized 
that  traditional  sex  role  behaviors  would  be  less  clearly 


ach  interact  under  three  different  conditions.  One-thi 

nd  one-third  were  actual  families,  Leik 
e traditional  male-female  role  behaviors 


familiarity,  neither  felled  to  find  the  traditional 
items  within  the  families. 

Kerkel  (1957)  had  fifty  undergraduate  married 
pies,  all  of  whom  were  young  and  middle-class,  pretend 
t they  had  received  three-hundrod  dollars  end  had  to 


emotional"  positive  arei 
Zeldltch  (1955) 
of  how  culture  specific 


himself  to  the 
ifty-six  societies  f 


roles  can  be  dif ferentiated  along  Instrumental-express! 
lines.  This  research  also  carries  the  implication  e 


Tharp  (1963)  repoi 


a function  of  the  husband's  possession  .of  the'  expected 

Similarly,  Hicks  end  Platt  (1970),  reviewing  Che 
research  in  the  sixties  on  marital  adjustment,  state,  "The 
most  compelling  results  suggest,  further,  that  high  happi- 
ness is  related  more  significantly  to  the'  male  than  to  the 

in  study  after  study  (p.  562)." 


masculinity  rather  than  instrumentality.  These  two 

required  of  one  operating  in  an  expressive  role.  These 
Masculinity-Femininity  and  Marital  Adjustment 


expressive  dichotomy  represents 


"the*  most:  fundamental  diife- 
Following  this  theory,  one  would  expect  to  find 


e Edwards  Personal  Preference 


highest  appear 


t would  he  required  to  fulfill  i 


judicial,  executive 
fulfilling  the  needs  of  achiever 


t masculinity-femininity, 


ally 


previous  chapter  seem 


total-expressive  dimension.  If, 
C88est  marital  adjustment  depends, 


In  part,  upon  the  ability  of  the  husband  end  wife 
to  these  Instrumental  and  expressive  roles  respectively, 
then  husband's  masculinity  and  wife's  femininity  should  e 
be  positively  related  to  marital  adjustment. 

is  conducive  to  marital  adjustment.  Corsini  (1956)  stu 
twenty  couples,  at  least  one  of  whom  was  a university 
student.  He  used  the  Bursess  General  Satisfaction  of  S 
and  Concept  of  Mate  Satisfaction  in  Marriage  to  assess 


have  been  describing  their  husbands  so 


hockey  (1960b,  1960c)  was  one  c 


concept  of  father , etc.)  in  studying  rt 
She  bed  high  and  low  adjusted  married  • 


and  wife  agree  that  he  ia  as  he  wishes 

six  married  couples  similar  to  the  pat: 
husband-wife  agreement  with  regard  to  l 


Initial  findings.  Brewery  and  See  attempted  to  explain  the 
their  wives'  descriptions  of  them.  They  hypothesized  that 


ing  correlational  natrlce 


they  supported  this  hypothesis, 

descriptions  of  their  husbands,  (c)  these  two  descriptions 
of  Che  nale  personality  were  roughly  the  same,  and  Cd)  this 
degree  of  commonality  was  not  found  in  either  the  patients' 
self-descriptions  or  in  their  wives'  descriptions  of  then. 

In  a final  step,  the  authors  demonstrated  that  the 
more  typical  a control  wife's  description  of  her  husband 

masculinity") , the  more  closely  her  description  of  him 

masculinity  accounted  for  much  of  the  agreement  between  the 
description  of  him.  Siailerly,  the  absence  of  such  a 

particularly  impressive  considering  that  (a)  the  "masculinity 
related  date  wes  discovered  post  hoc  (was  not  a pre-analysis 


Investigators 


hypothesis)  in  each  ease  and,  (b)  each  'of  the 
used  different  instruments  and  methodology. 

There  is  considerably  less  date  linking  wife's  femi- 
ninity to  m'arital  adjustment.  None  of  the  above  studies, 
for  example,  reported  any  relationship  between  these  two 


variables . 

tanghorne  end  Second  (1955),  in  a survey 
university  and  college  students,  did  report  that 

normally  associated  with  traditional  sex  roles, 
listed  by  the  students  were  categorised,  by  the  i 
tors,  into  "needs"  similar  to  those  on  Murray's  1 
tanghorne  and  Secord  interpreted  their  results  as 


Aller  (1962)  found  that  too  great  a capacity  for 
independent  thinking  and  too  much  aggression,  self-center'ed- 
ness  or  dominance  in  wives  threatened  the  self-concepts  of 
husbands  and  marital  patterns  were  affected  adversely. 

Evidence  that  a departure  from  the  wife's  tradition- 
al home-centered  role  engenders  marital  conflict  is  found 
in  the  research  relating  to  working  wives.  Axelson  (1963), 
Blood  and  Wolfe  (1970),  Hye  (1961)  and  Orden  and  Bradburn 
(1969)  all  found  non-working  wives  and  their  husbands  to  be 
better  adjusted  maritally  than  couples  of  working  wife 

Axelson  (1963)  suggested  that  the  husbands  in  his 
study  perceived  their  working  wives  as  a threat  to  their 


culturally  defined  dominance.  He  also  observed,  however, 
chat  these  husbands  reported  a greater  acceptance  of  the 
wife's  working  "than  has  been  reported  In  the  past."  He 


:hls  may  indicate  a cultural  trend  toward 
:he  changing  role  of  women  In  society. 

working  status  and  marital  adjustment,  but 
mailer  negative  relationship  In  the  upper  than 


Several  investigators  h 

minor  effect  on  the  marital  relatio 
working  with  a random  sample  of  117 
, correlated  hue! 

t the  wife's  marital 


personalit: 


significantly  rela 

scores  were  positively  and  signific 

wives'  personality  score 
Barry  (1970) 


. (1957)-  used  a sample  of  256  fami- 

husband  and  wife 
' satisfaction 

■es»  but  the  satisfaction  scores 
significantly  related  to  their 


psychological  health  and  stability  of 


and  the  more  willing  he  will  be  to  resolve  Inevitable 
conflicts  In  a way  that  Is  mutually  satisfying. 


masculinity  (Instrumentality) . There  Is  : 
support  the  Idea  that  wife's  femininity  (expressivity)  is 
associated  with  marital  adjustment.  Instead,  the  wife's. 

the  marital  adjustment  of  either  the  husband  or  wife  than 

with  the  inference  developed  here  that  Parsons  and  Sales' 
view 1 of  the  marital  roles  attributes  much  more  "power"  to 


this  apparent  lack  of  influence  Inherent  In  the  traditional 
wife  role,  this  time  as  manifested  in  self-spouse  perceptual 


interpersonal  perception  method,  is  based  upon  the  realis 
tlon  that  an  individual's  behavior  is  determined  by  his 

a stimulus  regardless  of  the  verldlcallty  o 


importance,  to  marital  satisfaction,  of 
perceptual  agreement  between  partners.  It  has  been  found 
for  example,  that  ic  is  important  that  each  spouse  have 

(self  X self  by  spouse  agreement).  This  is  true  whether 
"self"  is  described  in  terms  of  personality  traits  or  in 
terms  of  marital  role  expectations  or  enactments. 

The  research  of  Kelly  (1941)  and  Dymond  (1954)  indi- 
spouse perceptions  increases,  so  does  marital  adjustment. 

Preston,  Mudd  and  Pelts  (1SJ2)  used  participation 
in  pre-marltel  (N  55  couples)  end  post-marital  counseling 
(N  116  couples)  to  classify  couples  as  more  or  less  happily 
married.  * comparison  revealed  a significantly  larger  degree 
of  congruence  in  self  and  seif  by  spouse  perceptions  among 

However,  examination  of  these  general  findings 
reveals  that  the  relationship  between  self  X self  by  spouse 
perceptions  and  marital  satisfaction  la  not  symmetrical. 

That  is,  results  show  much  greater  importance  { 
happiness)  for  the  Wife's  agreement  with  her  hu 


previous 


amount  of  agreement  between  university  students  and  their 
spouses  on  (a)  self-image,  (b)  spouse's  image,  and  * (c ) "how 
spouse  sees  me."  He  slso  correlated  the  degree  of  congruence 
on  these  "images"  with  the  couple’s  marital  adjustment. 
Corsini  noted  that  a positive  and  significant  correlation 
between  partner  perception  (self  and  other)  and  meritcl 
adjustment  occurred  only  when  "husband"  was  the  final  term 
in  the  perception  Q-sorto.  In  other  words,  how  the  husband 
saw  himself  and  how  his  wife  saw  him  was  important  to 
the  marital  adjustment  of  both  partners.  How  the  wife  saw 
herself  and  how  her  husband  sow  her  was  not  significantly 
related  to.  either  partner's  marital  adjustment. 

In  the  study  referred  to  Ihetha  previous  (masculini- 
ty-femininity) section,  Luckey  (1960a,  1960b,  1960c)  used 
the  Leary  Interpersonal  Check  List  (ICL)  to  test  two  groups 
of  couples  highly  differentiated  on  the  Locke  and  Terman 
Marital  Happiness  Scale.  Each  subject  completed  the  ICL  for 
self,  spouse,  ideal,  self.  Mother  and  Father.  Like  Corsini, 


she  found  that  happiness  in 
of  him.  This  relationship 
Stuckert  (1963)  using  fifty 


orn  and  childless.  Each  subject 
in  general,  (b>  Importance  in 


Bach  factor  was  ranked  according  to  its  importance  to  the 
respondent's  own  role  and  his  spouse's  role,  Bach  subject  - 
also  completed  schedule  three  of  Burgess  and  Wallin’s  Marital 


ficanely  related  to  her1  marital  satisf action.  However, 
significant  relationship  was  seen  between  the'  husband’s 
perception  of  his  wife's  expectations  and  his  marital  s 
faction.  These  results  are  congruent  with  the  view  tha 


it  is  not  important  tha 
construction.  Working 


eh  (1965)  also  lends  support  to  this 
ith  middle-class  subjects,  ho  assigned 


fifty  couples  to  an  adjusted  group  and  fifty  So  an  unadjusted 
group,  on  the  basis  of  their  scores  on  the  Wallace  Marital 
Adjustment  Seale.  The  groups  were  matched  on  social  class, 
age,  education,  and  number  of  years  married.  Each  subject 
completed  the  La  Forge  end  Sucsek  1CL  four  ways:  (a)  self 

significantly  lover  discrepancy  scores  for  the  husband’s 


significant  difference  b 


Hurvlti's  study  (1960)  adds  sons  data  of  e slightly 
different  sort.  He  focuses  not  so*  ouch  upon  discrepancies 
hetwoen  husbond-vife  perceptions  of  the  sane  stimulus 
(husband  role  or  image,  vife  role  or  image,  etc.),  but  upon 
discrepancies  between  each  spouse's  expectations  for  their 
partner's  performance  end  that  partner's  actual  performance. 
Kach  spouse  ranks  ten  role  items  twice,  once  according  to 
his  own  performance  and  once  according  to  his  expectations 

perceived  enactments  of  one's 


ly  higher  for  husbands  than  for  wives.  That  is,  wives  conform 
more  to  husbands'  expectations  than  husbands  do  to  wives'. 

He  also  found  the  husbands'  Index  of  Strain  to  be  significant- 
ly correlated  with  tholr  own  and  with  their  wives'  marital 
adjustment.  The  wives'  Index  of  Strain,  however,  was  signi- 
ficantly correlated  with  neither  their  own  nor  their 

degree  of  husband-wife  congruence  on  the  perception  of  the 
husband's  role,  the  higher  the  marital  adjustment  score. 


3 (1969),  comparing  f 


perceptual  congruence  patterns  in  marriages  of  alcoholic 
dealing  with  aasculiniey-f emininity  and  marital  adjuatmenc. 


CHAPTER  ITT 

INTERPRETATION  OP  THE  RESEARCH 
FINDINGS  AND  RATIONALE  POR  TBTS  STDDV 


theory  advanced  by  Persons  and  Bales  has  been  revleved.  It 
might  be  useful,  at  this  point,  to  attempt  to  summarize  and 
Integrate  the  mein  findings  of  this  sizable  body  of  empiri- 
cal evidence. 

mental,  wife-expressive  role  specialization  to  be  essential 
to  (or  at  least  highly  conducive  to)  marital  adjustment. 

appears  to  have  much  more  responsibility  than  the  wife  for 

the  husband's  role  (instrumental)  includes  such  adjectives 
as  "technical,"  "executive,"  and  "judicial."  The  wife's 
role  (expressive)  is  described  as  "supportive,"  "integrative.' 

major  supporting  empirical  findings: 

indeed,  engage  in  more  task-related  decision  making  activi- 


Drewary  end  See,  1969s  Hurvitz,  1960;  Xotlar,  1965;  Luckey, 

Having  summarized  e sizable  body  of  empirical  evi- 
dence consistent  with  Parsons'  end  Bales’  theory  of  family 

thia  time  to  reflect  on  the  findings,  to  assess  their 
methodological  limitations,  to  consider  relevant  historical 
antecedents  and,.most  Importantly,  to  offer  a more  precise 
and  cogent  conceptual  framework  within  which  to  view  the 


The  roscarch  utilizing  interational  analysis 
reviewed  earlier  supports  Persona  end  Bales'  theory  a: 


lead  by  contributing  the  major  share  of  ideas  and  the 


reacting 


noting  that  the  husband's  ability  to  fulfill  his  role  Is  the 
nost  important  factor  la  marital  adjustment,  describes  the 


similarity  between  tha  instrumental-expressive 
rlbed  above)  and  masculinity-femininity  has 
n discussed.  What  will  now  be  pointed  out  is 
1 -masculine"  are  very  similar. 


conceptually,  to  the  term  "independence"  and  that  Che  same 
commonality  exists  between  the  terms  "expressive-feminine” 

For  example,  the  "masculine"  EPFS  profile  (achleve- 

sexuality  and  aggression)  could  just  as  well  describe 
"independence"  as  could  the  "feminine”  profile  (deference, 
succorance,  abasement  and  nurcurance)  be  descriptive  of 
"dependence."  This  correspondence  has  not  gone  unnoticed  by 
other  writers.  Drewery  and  Sac  (1969)  say,  "Thus  dependence 

virtually  synonymous  both  in  this  conceptual  system  and  In 
chat  of  other  writers  (Parsons  and  Bales,  1955;  Sarbln,  1956) 


a major  determinant  In  husband-wife  role  specialization  in 
the  traditional  family.  The  traditional  family  is  cultural- 


ly designed 


relative  lack  of  physical  strength 
most  jobs  during  that  period)  voul< 

The  physical  abilities  of  i 


s dependent  r 


e reflection  of  the  female's  dependent  role  in 
society.  Women  could  not  vote  or  otherwise  participate  In 
political  decisions  effecting  their  lives,  were  not  expected 

aged , end  to  some  extent  forced,  to  be  dependent  upon  men. 

Ae  circumstances  in  our  society  changed,  physical 
strength  became  less  important  to  survival,  and  intelligence, 

able  to  obtain  the  education  and  training.  Can  function 

reality,  less  dependent  upon  men.  Birth  contrelmethods  offer 
women  a choice  regarding  the  bearing  of  children,  end  even 

and  social  organisations  has  made  us  all  less  dependent  upon 


drastically,  family 
Deeply  ffngraitte'd  attitude 
slowly  and  persist  : 


changed  only  slightly. 

ebsenco  of  any  apperent  rational 
. When  the  latter  condition 


traditions  provide 


marital  adjustment  (as  well' as  his)  might  he  contingent 
upon  how  well  they  each  can  play  these  traditional  roles. 

relationship  the  wife  may  have  to  attain  enough  independence 
to  be  willing  and  able  to  sever  the  relationship  if  and  when 

more  egalitarian  relationship. 


in  thatlhels:  (a)  in  a leadership,  decision- 

faction.  Nevertheless,  the  traditional  pattern  seems  ill- 
suited  for  meeting  his  personal  needs  as  well.  The  emphasis 
placed  upon  his  masculinity  would  appear  to  inhibit  the 


repertoire  restricts  Iter  potential  fox  being  an  interesting, 

what  is  generally  regarded  as  either  masculine  or  feminine 
is  : (a)  culturally  defined,  and  (b)  based  upon  Incorrect 

A related  assumption  is  that  relaxation  of  these  artificial 
criteria  of  masculinity  and  femininity  would  permit  both 

femininity  be  conceived  of  an  unidlmensional.  There  are 


e hypoth 


also  predicte 


i "psychological"  dependency  (femininity) 
in  our  culture  is  derived  from  the  hlscorl 
being  truly  dependent  upon  men.  It  was 
: women  who  are  today  more  "aituetionally" 

this  study,  dependency  was  operationally  defined  in  terms 
of  two  areas:  (a)  financial,  and  (b)  s> 

because  they  lend  themselves  to  objective 
necessities  of  life.  To  be  socially  dependent 


It  was  theorised  t 
socially  dependent  upon  th 


findings  reported  in  Chapter  II.  The  implications  of 
alternative  results:  for  marital  pairs  with*  non-dependent 


Instrumental  Influence  end  their  personal  characteristics 


Cultural  conditions  have 
capable  of  enjoying  the  neeessit 

longer,  as  a class,  dependent  up 


r childbearing  end  rearing 


In  marriages  in  which  wives  are  not  dependent,  a 

scores  for  the  wife,  and  <e>  a stronger  positive  statistical 
marital  adjustment. 


and  wife.  Although  Che  res 


findings  raise  significant  issues.  The 


may  be  regarded 


marriage. 


dependence- femininity  in  her  role  should  bo  reflected  in 


threatening)  one.  ' 
prediction  (mentioned  above) 


satisfying  (though  possibly 
higher  marital  adjustment 


n maritel  adjustment  e 


to  marital  adjustment  by  reducing  role  ambiguity.  If  this 
may  also  be  positively  correlated  with  marital  adjustment. 

The  above  reasoning  leads  to  the  prediction  off  a weaker 
association  between  masculinity-femininity  and  marital 


positive  and  significant  relationship  between  perceptual 
significant  relationship  between  perec >( 


marital  adjustment, 
above  finding  is  tha 


do  their  husbands.  In  such  a situation  it 


pendent  partner  must  accommodate  herself  to  the  needs. 

Independent  partner.  A prerequisite  to 

happily  married  couples  understand  and  accept 


Marital  Adjustment 

Hypothesis  I The  marital  adjustment  scores  £ 
will  be  significantly  larger  fo 

Hypothesis  XI  The  marital  adjustment  scores  £ 
be  slgnificautly  larger  for  the 

Hascullnlev-gealnlnltv 


r husbands  will 
the  Dependent  t 


Hypothesis  IT  The  femininity  scores 
signifieanly  larger  fo 

Hypothesis  V The  perceptual  congruence  scores  for  Che 
wife's  Image  will  be  significantly  larger 


Masculinity-Femininity  - Magical  Adjustment 


There  will  he  a significant,  positive  rele- 


and  che  following  variables:  (a] 

and  (c)  the  norltel  adjustment  sc 


th  financial  and  social) 
masculinity-femininity 


A total  of  forty  couples  participated  In  tl 
All  were  volunteer  couples  of  middle  socioeconomic 
married  between  two  and  twelve  years  and  having  fro 


One  group  of  twenty  couples , designated 
not  working  at  che  time  of  this  study  end  had  wc 


more  chan  25*  of  che  time  during  her  marriage,  and  (b) 
scored  sixteen  points  or  less  on  the  social  independence 


The  other  group  of  twenty  couples,  designated  the 
"Independent  group,"  was  composed  of  couples  where  the  wife 
(a)  was  working  at  the  time  of  the  study,  (b>  had  worked  at 


earning  a salary 


(Blood  and  Wolfe,  1970;  Bure,  1970;  Hollins  and  Feldaan,  1970) 


as  subjects. 


reported  e positive  relation- 


pollings  head  ' s Two-Factor  l! 

scale.  In  calculating  the  ] 
occupational  rating  (1-7)  is 

possible  scores  range  from  i 


ides  of  Social  Position,  t 

L-7)  by  a factor  of  four, 
low  of  eleven  to  a high  o 


higher  socioecononic  levels. 


Therefore,  only  choge  subjects  whose  Index  of  Social  Position 

ranged  fro*  eighteen  to  forty-one,  with  a mean  of  30.35^  the 
Mann-Whieney  U,  is  not  statistically  significant  Cp  ^ .11) 


incone)  level  of  wife's  incone  would  be  a bet 
of  her  financial  dependency  than  would  either  neasure  alone. 

contributed  by  the  wife  is  also  an  inportent  neasure  of  her 
and  economic  statistics  published  by  the  United  Stetes 


r single  individuals 


proportion  of  their  marriage 
only  those  working  at  the  tin 
included  in  the  Independent  g 


Gainesville  area  was  rep 

l Gainesville  was  $3,365,00, 

>usand  dollars,  a figure  considerably  a' 


r married  lives,  were 


marriage,  were  defined 

The  criteria  for  financ 

study  and  at  least  751  of  their  married  1J 
social  activities,  formal  or  Informal,  or 


financially  dependent. 


he  engaged  i 


from,  or  without  the  eld  of,  her  husband, 

The  social  Independence  meai 
questions  (included  on  the  biographical  date  sheet)  all 
relating  to  how  frequently  the  wife  engaged  in  activities 
without  her  husband  or  how  aany  friendships  she  had  developed 


which  signified  the  least  Independent 


enting  the  greatest 


ble  between  the  two  groups  of  subjects  or 
pendence  measure.  Therefore,  the  twenty 

the  Dependent  group  were  designated  as  the  Depi 

pendent  group.  The  scores  for  the  dependent  w: 


esc  scoring 


easured  by  the  Mann-Whitney  U,  well  exceeds  the  .001  level 
f significance  (see  Appendices  B and  C for  the  rankings). 


Che  Nichole  Masculinity-Femininity  (M-F ) Test  (Nichole, 
62)  were  used  as  the'  masculinity-femininity  measures  for 

b-scales  (Subtle,  Obvious  end  Stereotype)  wee  constructed 
ora  Items  token  from  eight  widely  used'  mascullnlty-f eainin- 


chem.  Phi  coefficients  were  calculated  to  show  the  ability 
of  each  Item  to  differentiate  the  seres. 

Two  more  groups  (48  and  64,  raele  and  female  in  each) 
were  told  thet  each  item  had  been  found  to  differentiate  the 


generally,  recognized  by  subjects 


and  females  answer  differently.  Because  of  the  low  (.14) 
cross-validation  reliability  reported,  this  scale  wes  not 
used  in  this  study  and  will  not  be  described  further. 

'The  Obvious  scale  is  composed  of  fifty-eight  items 
that  actually  do  differentiate  between  males  and  females 
and  are  recognized  by  subjects  as  such.  Only  items  with 

difference  coefficients  greater  than  +.20  were  included  in 
this  scale.  These  items  reflect  conventional  occupational 


The  Stereotype  scale  is  composed  of  sixty-one  items 
.that  subjects  generally  believe  differentiate  between  males 
and  females,  but  which  do  not  actually  differentiate  between 
the  sexes.  Only  items  with  stereotype  coefficients  greater 


these  two  interpretations  is  pieced  upon  the  items,  however, 
the  test  is  a valid  measure  of  self-reported  femininity, 
since  any  attempt  to  give  the  feminine  responses  would  tend 

The  goal  of  this  study  was  to  obtain  a measure  of 
the  degree  to  which  the  subjects  ascribe  'to  themselves 
traditional  or  culturally  defined  masculine  or  feminine 
attitudes,  interests  or  other  traits.  This  being  the  case, 
both  the  Obvious  and  the  Stereotype  Scales  were  used  a 
measure  of  masculinity-femininity  in  this  study.  The 
validated  reliability  coefficients  CKudcr-ttichardson  F 
21)  was  reported  asi  Obvious,  .91,  Stereotype,  ,71, 

i (see  Appendix  A)  contain 


d either  ''masculine"  or 
for  either  masculinity  o 


Perceptual  Congruence.  The  degree  of  each  couple's 

agreed  with  each  other's  mosculine-f eminina  self-image.  Esc 
subject  completed  the  H-F  scale  drawn  from  the  Kichols  Test, 
twice,  once  for  himself  and  once  as  he  saw  his  spouse  (see 

used  as  the  perceptual  congruence  Score.  For  example  the 
perceptual  congruence  score  for  the  husband's  image  was  the 
number  of  items  which  were  answered  the  same  way  (true  or 


false)  on  the  husband's  rating  of  self  and  his  vlfe's. 


Since  there  are  119  items  on  the  M-P  scale,  theoreti- 
callp,  the  perceptual  congruence  score  could  range  from  1 to 
119,  or  froa  absolutely  no  agreement  to  total  agreement. 

Marital  Adjustment.  Marital  adjustment  was  assessed 
through  use  of  the  Locke-Wallaee  short  Pora  Marital  Adjust- 
ment Test  (Locke  and  Wallace,  1959)  (see  Append!*  A).  In 
constructing  this  instrument,  Locke  and  Wallace  utilised 
items  from  numerous  previously  used  tests  of  marital  adjust- 
ment. Froa  a large  pool  of  items,  they  selected  those  which 
(a)  had  the  highest  level  of  discrimination  in  the  original 

would  cover  the  important  areas  of  marital  adjustment  as 
Judged  by  the  investigators. 


fifteen  multiple  choice  items.  Each  choice  is  assigned  a 
score  or  weight,  depending  upon  its  power  to  discriminate 
adjusted  and  maladjusted  marriages.  The  possible  scores 
range  from  2-158  points. 

Locke  and  Wallace  validated  this  instrument  using 
118  husbands  and  118  wives  (not  married  to  each  other). 


Justed  in  marriages  (clients  of  marriage  counselors, 
divorced  or  separated  from  spouse) . This  group  was 


forty-eight 


sample,  judged  to  be  exceptionally  veil-adjusted  In  marriage 
l>y  friends  who  knew  them.  The  mean  adjustment  scores  for 


maladjusted  group  was  only  71.7  (reported 


the  Dependent  and  Independent  groups)  were  rank 
to  size,  from  smallest  to  largest.  Ties  were  h 
assigning  mean  ranks  to  sets  of  tied  subjects. 

ent  and  Independent,  were  summed  separately. 

significance  of  the  difference  between  the  two 


Hypotheses  VII  and  VIII  involved  only  within  group 
, Dependent  and  Independent  groups)  correlations  and 
zed  an  "H"  of  twenty.  The  Spearman  >snk  correlation: 


The  two  varlablei 
m smallest  to  largei 


congruence)  were  designated 

vas  computed.  This  coefflci 
Rank  correlation  coefficient 
6.  The  significance 


i Rank  correlation  coefficient 

one  to  twenty*  according  to 
Tied  subjects  were  assigned 

le  variable  (i.e.,  perceptual 
' and  the  rankings  of  the 


fell  within  one  of  the  middle  i 
Gainesville  city  Directory,  an 


numbers  sre  Included 
Gainesville.  These  e 

participation.  The  letter 
anonymity  and  offered  them 
study  (see  Appendix  p) . 

investigator  asking 


couple  if  they  wished  to  participate. 
Id  like  to  participate  were  then 


working  and,  if  she  were,  what  her  annual  salary  was.  If 
they  met  the  criteria  for  these  variables  (i.e.,  married 
between  two  and  twelve  years,  having  between  one  and  three 
children  and  wife  either  not  working  or  working  and  earning 
at  least  85,000.00  per  year),  they  were  mailed  the  (Appendix 
A)  questionnaire. 

Telephone  contact  was  made  with  all  but  twenty-six 
of  the  325  couples  to  whom  letters  were  mailed.  Of  those 

to  participate  and  were  mailed  the  (Appendix  A)  questlon- 

cal  data  sheets  were  examined  to  select  those  who  met  the 
Dependent  group.  Many  were  discarded  because  one  of  the 


2.  Wives  scoring  sixteen  points  or  lees  on  the 
1.  Wives  currently  employed  end  employed  during 

st  lesst  half  as  much  as  their  husbands. 

3.  Wives  scoring  twenty  points  or  more  on  the  socl 


comprising  these  two  groups  were  then  scored  and  the  follow- 
ing indices  obtained  masculinity-femininity  score. 


perceptual 


CHAPTER  V 
RESULTS 

In  this  chapter  the  results  of  the  statistical 

thereby , arc  presented;  the  raw  data  from  which  the  results 
were  derived  are  to  be  found  in  the  appendices,  as  indi- 


~ isSs© 


Stir  C:S 
Stiff 


Indicated  significant  differences  between 
and  marital  adjustment,  but  no  relationshi 
Therefore,  although  thero  vere  no  hypotheset 


ilnlnlty  a 


tiva  relationship  (p 
ame  relationship,  though 


. .05) 


•t  significantly, 


n-Whitney  U was 


A Mann-Whitney  D Comparison  of  the  Perceptual  Congruence 
Scores  of  High  and  Low  Masculinity-Femininity  Scorers 


groups;  probability 


CHAPTER 


. DISCUSSION 


conclude  this  chapter. 


variable.  A finol  summery, 
for  further  research  will 


revolved  around  two  central  ideas.  One  group  of  hypotheses 
(I  through  VI)  dealt  with  differences  between  the  Independ- 
ent end  Dependent  groups  on  single  variables  U.e.,  perceptu- 
al congruence,  marital  adjustment  and  masculinity-femininity). 
The  remaining  hypotheses  (VII  and  VIII)  explored  the  relation- 
ship. of  two  variables  in  the  Independent  versus  the  Dependent 


! related  to  a "psychological"  state 


slightly  different  rational  base.  Hypothesis  VII  was  bas 
o little  influence  within  t 


object  of  the  perception  h 
marriage  that  the  perceiving  pa 

positively  and  significantly  related  for  all  groups  except 
the  dependent  wives.  The  results  indicated  that  perceptual 
congruence  was  not  significantly  related  to  marital  adjust- 
ment for  husbands  or  wives  in  either  the  Independent  or 
Dependent  group. 

Hypothesis  VIII  was  based  upon  the  idea  that  the 
couples  in  the  two  groups  were  "adjusting"  to  different 
models  or  "sees  of  expectations."  The  couplet 
Dependent  group  were  seen  as  adaptiig.to  a husband-independ- 
ent, wife-dependent  relationship.  In  this  case  a highly 


ely,  "adjust- 
egalitarian 


h traditional  mascullne-feminin 
f thinking  led  to  the  hypothesis  t 


significant  relationship 
results  indicated  that  it 
groups  (significantly  so 
tal  adjustment  for  neither 


significantly  correlated  to  marl- 


being  socially  and  financially 


however,  this  difference  was  not  statistically  significant 
(p  4.10).  The  fact  that  femininity  (which  seems  to  be 
another  measure  of  dependency)  was  also  negatively  and 
significantly  related  to  marital  adjustment  of  both 


It  is  interesting  that  wife  independence  hes  a 
eater  positive  effect  upon  the  husband's  marital  adjust- 
nt  than  upon  the  wife's.  When  the  subjects  were  divided 

d financial  criteria  (wife's),  the  marital  adjustment  "Z" 
ores  for  the  husbands  and  wives  respectively  were  2.070 
C.  .05)  and  1.393  (p  £.  ,10).  When  high  and  low  femininity 


It  was,  of  course,  hypothesized  that  the  marital 
adjustment  of  both  partners  would  be  positively  affected  by 

and  more  threatening  to  the  wife.  A home-centered,  depend- 
ent role  might  be  less  gratifying  and  fulfilling  but  also 
less  challenging,  with  less  chance  of  failure  and,  therefore 
less  anxiety  provoking.  As  pointed  out  in*  Chapter  III, 

and  who  choose  to  "compete"  in  the  world  of  work  may,  in 
their  own  minds  at  lease,  be  endangering  their  femininity. 

Horner  (1971)  points  out  that  although  self-reliance 
e desirable  traits  and  extremely  prevalent 

s illustrated  in  a study  by  Birch  and  Veroff 


female  Identification  was  to  th 
Similarly,  Calef  (1972) 

masculine  sex  role  identity.  S 

expressing  fear  of  success  imagery  than  had  previously 
been  reported.  Many  of  her  subjects  commented  that  during 
pre-liberation  days  they  would  have  been  afraid  to  express 
their  achievement-oriented  aspirations.  This  finding  is 
in  line  with  the  frequently  made  observation  that  adheronce 
to  traditional  sex  role  behaviors  Is  becoming  less  important, 
especially  among  the  middle  class  (Bardwick,  1971,  p.  151), 

are  experiencing  the  conflict  of  this  transition  period, 
thus  making  the  actual  gain  in  their  own  marital  adjustment 

al  gain.  In  spite  of  this,  their  increased  independence 
apparently  makos  them  more  satisfying  marital  partners  to 

it  the  femininity  scores  of  the  wives 
were  significantly  (p  4 .001)  higher 

f being  financially  and  socially 


dependent  upon  her  husband 


similarity  between  t 


d dependency  as  traditionally  defined  1 


e finding.  It  is  probable  chat 

e likely  to  find  herself  in  a situation  in 

psychologically  dependent  female.  Similarly,  a wife, 
regardless  of  her  psychological  make-up.  who  is.  in. fact, 
socially  and  financially  dependent  upon  her  husband,  is 
likely  to  see  herself  as  more  feminine  in  order  to  reduce 
any  cognitive  dissonance. 

o fairly  simple  and  objective 

f the  "effect"  of  femininity  and  depend- 
d,  was  striking.  This  is  highlighted  by 

factors  would  operate  to  bring  about  this  result.  First, 


the  similarity  o 


of  Che  differences 


mate  selection  is  complementarity,  at  least  where  c 

need  for  dominance  and  aggression  (masculinity)  wou 
a man  to  select  a passive,  submissive  (feminine)  wi 
addition  to  this  factor,  the  "situation"  of  being  t 
partner  of  a dependent/feminine  wife  was  expected  t 
to  the  opposite  (complementary)  behavior  in  the  hue 


ry  little  difference 
inds  in  the  Independent 
no  relationship  between 


dependent  group  agreed  w 
a significantly  (p  < 
n the  Dependent  grou; 

d attention  from  her 


ere  was  no  support, 
a slight,  but  insignificant,  differen 


Perceptual  Congruence  - 


significantly  with  marital  adjustment  in  any  group  was 
surprising.  It  was  first  thought  that  this  result 
might  have  been  due  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a 
significant  rank  order  correlation  with  an  "N"  of  only 
twenty.  However,  the  same  "no  relationship"  result  was 
obtained  when  using  the  some  statistical  technique  (Mann-' 
Whitney  U)  and  Instrument  (Nichols’  M-F  Test)  that  was 
used  to  obtain  a very  significant  relationship  between 
perceptual  congruence  and  maeculinity-femininity.  It  was 


this  prediction  that 
e conducive  to  marital 


group  of  subjects. 

adjustment  is  the  importance  o 
upon.  It  is  reasonable  to  ass 
regard  to  a favorable  self-image  (either  husband's  or 
wife's)  would  enhance  the  probability  of  high  marital 
adjustment.  It  is  difficult  to  see,  however,  how  congruence 

or  not  within  chose  studies  finding  perceptual  congruence 
per  80  to  be  related  to  maritol  adjustment,  there  is  an 


significant  relationship  between  perceptual  congruence 
nd  marital  adjustment,  two  (Hurvlts,  1960;  Stuckert,  1963) 

ssue.  Of  the  remaining  seven,  three  (Dymond,  1956;  Kelly, 


end  marital  adjustment)  only  for 
these  (the  exception  was  Kotlar) 
relationship  between  the  husband' 


ignlficant 


and  Drewery  and  Rae  (1969)  further  suggest  that  the  wife  may 

In  fact,  Corslni  obtained  the  same  positive,  significant 

djustment  using  random  pairs  of  husbands  and  wives  (not 
arried  to  each  other).  These  investigators  do  not  suggest, 


Masculinity /Femininity  - Marital  Adjustment 

longer  prevail,  (b)  place  artificial  limits  upon  the  behav- 
ioral repertoire  of  bpth  males  and  females  and  (c)  limit  the 
ability  of  both  males  and  females  to  satisfy  their  own  and 

research  evidence  cited  In  Chapter  II,  however,  indiceted 
that  adherence  to  stereotyped  sex  roles  (especially  for  the 

(dependent/feminine)  suitable  for  her  circumstances  and  the 
husband  adopted  a role  (lndependent/masculine)  appropriate 

even  though  they  may  be  limiting,  should  reduce  conflict. 


and  marital  adjustment  were  significant.  Masculinity  was 
negatively  correlated  with  the  marital  adjustment  of  both 
hu8bond  (r"-.36)  and  wife  (r"-» 26)  In  the  Dependent  group 

both  husband  (r-+.33)  and  wife  (r»+.10)  in  the  Independent 


described  ebove.  In  face,  tbe  pattern  of  the  correlations 
(positive  in  the  Independent  and  negative  in  the  Dependent) 
suggest  just  the  opposite. 


maaeullnlty/lndependence  in  the  husband  is 


dependent/feminine)  , 


lessening  of  hi 
either  stifle  t 


up  might  be  activated  by  the  expression  of 


both  should  be  adversely  affected, 
c analysis,  the  forty  husbands 


was  a slight,  but  Insignificant,  negal 
between  masculinity  and  marital  adjustment 


the  negative  effect  in  the  Dependent  group  and  the  positive 


o marital  adjust- 


relationship  was  statistically  significant  for  only  one 
view.  The  forty  wives  were  divided  into  high  and  low  feml- 

feminlnity  score  on  the  Nichols ' H-F  test 


’masculine"  or"feminine"  so  that 
equivalent  to  a masculinity  score 
It's  femininity  is  significantly 
■rital  adjustment  is  equivalent 

significantly  and  posi- 


a femininity  score  oi 
of  100),  the  finding 
and  negatively  related  to  marital  i 
to  finding  that  wife's  masculinity 
tively  related  to  marital  adjustment. 

The  question  remains  as  to  why  "masculinity"  in 
wives  is  positively  related  to  marital  adjustment  hut  nos 
inity  in  husbands  is  not.  Two  possible  explanations  occi 
immediately.  Th.  first  is  that  the  effects  of  femininity 

range  of  femininity  la  more  extreme.  That  is,  because  th: 
study  was  designed  to  capture  high  and  low  dependency  (fei 

lascullnlty.  The  prediction  that  dependence 


ninity)  groups,  the  difference  i 


husband' 

(femininity)  on  the  part  of  the  wife 

Another  possible  explanation  is  chat 
of  masculinity  (in  either  husbands  or  wives) 


in  either  husband  or  wife  may  generally  have 
effect  upon  marital  adjustment,  but  beyond  a 
may  begin  to  hove  a detrimental  effect.  This 


with  the  findings  here  that  (a)  among  the  low 
scorers  (wives) , increasing  masculinity  has  a 


y and  Rac,  1969;  Luckey,  1960b}  Chat  reports  marital 

studies  cited  provides  the  data  necessary  to  determine  the 
relationship  of  marital  adjustment  to  different  levels  of 
"masculinity"  (or  to  "masculinity"  in  the  wives}. 

that  femininity  is  negatively  and  masculinity  positively 

Veroff  (1966} , indicating  that  many  women  feel  that  they 
cannot  be  both  feminine  and  achieving  or  self-reliant,  has 

difficulty  adjusting  to  college  and  suggested  that  these 
reported  that  better  adjusted  girls  tended  to  be  Identified 


strongly  identified 


tively  releted  to  psychological  health  t 


an  was  identifica- 
ng  and  exhibitlon- 


w masculinity  in  college  men 


the  accepted  cliche,  college  w 
high  femininity  scores  1 

Rosenberg  and  Smith  (1964)  reported  that  high  school 
boys  with  unusually  high  scores  on  verbal  facility  had  higher 
mean  scores  on  hysteria,  hypochondria,  neurotic  tendencies 
and  femininity  as  shown  in  clinical  tests. 

"trait"  than  is  femininity.  The  results  of  this  study 

t masculinity,  in  either  male  or  female,  may 
a positive  factor  in  marital  adjustment,  but 


suggested  t 


detrimental  effect. 


There  ia  little  date  to  support  thie  interpretation, 
t la  based  more  upon  the  "logic"  that  while  masculine  traits 

ore  adaptive  than  arc  feminine  traits  of  deference,  succor- 
e expression  of  these  traits 


other,  more  competitive,  roles. 

This  optimum  level  of  masculinity  for  both  husbands 
and  wives  la  apparently  changing  as  a reoult  of  the  changing 
cultural  conditions  mentioned  in  Chapter  III.  It  is  clear 

pendence  and,  therefore,  toward  less  (traditionally  defined) 
femininity.  A concomitant  change,  toward  the  middle  of  the 
masculine-feminine  continuum,  might  be  expected  for  husbands. 
It  has  long  been  recognised  that  higher  educated  males  score 
lower  on  traditional  tests  of  masculinity  than  do  their 


masculinity-femininity 


scorers  revealed  a significant  and  positive  relationship 

(husband's  image  p 4 .002;  wife's  image  p 4 .OS)  and  a 
negative,  but  insignificant, 
femininity  and  perceptual 

;a  p 4 .30), 


(husband's  imsge 


8 indicate  that  masculinity  and  femininity 

results  become  a little  more  understandable 
sculinlty  as  one  end  and  femininity  as  the  . 

lf-description  and  the  more  accurately  the 
n predict  his  (or  her)  self-description. 

perceived"  being  related  to  high  perceptual  congruence  for 


ndependcnt , aggressive  behavior, 


Horner  (1971),  Birch 
all  suggest  char  fern 
a reaule  of  trying  c 


o predict  her  self-image.  The  work  o 
h and  Veroff  (1966)  and  Calef  (1972) 

o develop  more  independent  behaviors 
c (stereotype)  femininity. 

The  data  in  Table  8 also  indicates  that  high  mas 
linity  or  low  femininity  "in  the  percelver"  is  related  t 
high  perceptual  congruence  for  the  person  perceived.  As 


predicted. 
(«ife)  wool 


The  positivo  relationship  between  masculinity  an< 
perceptual  congruence  and  the  positive  relationship  betw. 
masculinity  (in  females)  and  marital  adjustment  (coupled 
with  the  absence  of  a relationship  between  perceptual 
congruence  and  marital  adjustment)  suggests  that 
ship  often  reported  between  perceptual  congruence  and  ma 
tal  adjustment  may  be  spurious.  The  critical  factor  in 
both  perceptual  congruence  and  marital  adjustment  may  be 

line  self-image  may  be  conducive  to  both  high  perceptual 


The  results  of  this  study  clearly  indicate  that  the 
reality  of  being  socially  and  financially  dependent  upon 
her  husband  is  positively  associated  with  the  wife's  self- 
rated  femininity.  This  result  was  interpreted  as  support 
for  the  hypothesized  commonality  between  femininity,  as 
traditionally  defined,  and  the  psychological  construct, 
dependency.  Further  evidence  indicated  that  this  dependency 
(femininity)  accounted  for  most  of  the  differences  noted 


wife  femininity  scores  (Z»3.1Z5,  p £.  .001). 

When  the  groups  were  divided  according  to  wife' a 
femininity,  the  low  femininity  group  had  higher  marital 
adjustment  scores  for  both  husband  (Z-2.597,  p C.  .01)  and 


The  low  femininity  group  differed  from  the  high 
femininity  group  in  the  same  way  that  the  Independent  group 

enhanced  in  this  comparison  (the  significance  level  of  the 


There  wee  no  support  f or  the  prediction  thee 
huebend'e  masculinity  end  wife’s  fenininity  would  be  posi- 
tively releted  to  merits!  adjustment  in  the  Dependent  but 
not  the  Independent  group.  Femininity  is  appsrently 
detrimental  to  marital  adjustment  regardless  of  the  wife's 

suggestion  that  the  relationship  between  husband’s  mascu- 

pendent  and  negative  in  the  Dependent  group.  While  this 
interpretation  is  tentative,  based  upon  small  and  insigni- 
ficant correlations,  a possible  explanation  is  that  mascu- 
1 ini ty/ independence  in  the  husband  may  be  more  threatening 
in  a wife  dependent  marriage  than  in  one  in  which  the  wife 

masculinity  groups,  a negative  (but  insignificant)  relation- 
ship to  the  marital  adjustment  of  both  husband  (gw. 636)  and 
wife  (Z-1.285,  p 4 .20)  and  a positive,  significant  relatlon- 

to  marital  adjustment  for  husbands  or  wives  in  either  the 
Independent  or  Dependent  group  coupled  with  the  strong, 
positive  relationship  between  masculinity  and  perceptual 

e suggests  the  possibility  of  a causal  relationship 


ends  of  a single  continuum. 
Unity  (in  women). 

For  example , viewed  in 
(not  significantly  so  1 


e merits!  adjustm 


cote  thst  the  more  masculine  sn  individual,  either  male  or 
female,  the  more  likely  is  his  (her)  spouse  to  agree  with 
his  (her)  self-image,  end  the  more  likely  is  he  (she)  to 

clear  and  definitive  is  his  projected  self-image  and  the 
easier  it  is  for  another  person  to  know  him  (her).  Similarly, 


the  more  maseullne/independent  a person  (male 


relationship  might  be  between  masculinity  and  perceptual 
congruence  and  masculinity  and  marital  adjustment.  This 
explanation  would  seem  more  likely  since  it  specifics  the 
type  of  self-image  to  be  agreed  upon.  The  alternative 


explanation  t: 


of  the  positive  or  negative  aspects  of  the 
conducive  to  marital  adjustment,  appears  un 


new.  Several  investigators  (Corsinl,  1956;  brewery  and  R 

agreement  on  a masculine  stereotype  self-image,  rather  than 
perceptual  congruence  per  se,  is  conducive  to  marital 
adjustment.  What  has  not  been  reported  before  is  the 
finding  that  masculinity  (in  either  male  or  female)  is, 
itself,  positively  related  to  perceptual  congruence  and 

and  high  perceptual  congruence  for  his  image  need  not  be 
related  to  high  marital  adjustment. 

with  that  of  studies  reporting  a positive  significant  rela- 
tionship between  the  husband's  possess«lon  of  a masculine 
"stereotype"  self-image  and  marital  adjustment.  Since  none 

masculinity  that  constitutes  t' 


caacly  related  to  marital 
tlonshlp  between  maacullnl 

factor.  Thus,  increasing 


(In  either  males  or  females)  may 
cullnlty  may  generally  be  a 

to  marital  adjustment,  but 

cullnlty  In  the  low  masculinity 

masculinity  group  (husbands) 


The  finding  that  Increased  Independence  (and  low 
femininity)  on  the  part  of  the  wife  was  positively  associated 
with  not  only  her  own,  but  also  her  husband's  marital  adjust- 
ment, Is  contrary  to  much  of  the  research  cited  In  Chapter 


erriagas  of  socially 


Dependent  as  well  as  the  Independent  g 
the  "effect"  is  not  confined  t 
and  financially  Independent  wives.  To  the  extent  that  thes 
findings  can  be  generalized  to  other  middle-class  couples, 
the  findings  suggest  a change  in  attitude  (conscious  or 

regarding  the  wife's  "proper"  role.  Further  research  is 


Since  Che  predicted  difference  in  husband's  mascu- 
linity scored  between  the  two  groups  studied  here  did  not 
occur,  the  "effect"  of  different  levels  of  husbsnd's  mascu- 
linity on  marital  adjustment  remains  obscure,  as  does  the 
interaction  effect  of  husband's  masculinity  and  wife's 
femininity.  The  differences  noted  between  the  Independent 
and  Dependent  groups  were  attributed  primarily  to  the 
differences  in  wife's  femininity.  A confounding  factor, 
however,  is  the  difference  in  the  "distance"  between 
husband’s  masculinity  and  wife's  femininity  in  the  two 
groups.  The  level  of  wife's  "masculinlty"/independence  was 
much  greater  in  the  Independent  than  in  the  Dependent  group, 
but  the  level  of  husband's  mascullnity/independence  was 
virtually  the  same  in  the  two  groups.  This  means  that  the 
couples  in  the  Independent  group  were  much  more  similar  in 

couples  in  the  Dependent  group.  It  is  possible  that  this 
distance"  and  not  wife's  femininity/dependence  per  se 
is  the  critical  factor. 

Unity-femininity  and  aocloeconomlc  and  educational  levels 
could,  hopefully,  answer  many  of  these  questions. 


Subjects" 


ISISUI, 


r^rW  '“If ; 'If  ■ 


^3?™  tot  TirrTjTijr- 


* np: 


•vSKS-SC 

'iir:;:: 


Siirru, 

- 


Hi  s'  ss  ssi  s'  si is  si-iss  s'ss'ss's  si  sis:  sis  is:  • s' 


jsw,  .A.,,.,  „ 


;X 

iSH-'Ev;  ' 

| sa:  si:ars.:ina;a'.K‘a,:-r  •■-••-■•: 1 

aa£:i'L£"££i;t£“..".;!’T 

IliiiiS": 

[li:;vi£s 


??  ?? 


'u  generally  prefer: 


a different  person?  (0)  . 


r:j®^^S4«Ssn. 
;;  1“ ' " , 

I iiiisjzr 

8:  hk%sr~ 


mmm: 


g: 

S: 


• ???  ???  »?  S?  55  555555  BSS?£S  SSSS  £ 585  55  5 555? 


R SSS  S 33  3383  8383  33  33  3 £33  §33  S SS  3 


1 

s"Ss4( 

ssr:ss3sss2S3sss5s;s5K|g 

1 

1 

i 

SS'°SSSSSSSSSaSSS:S2"'-'y 

£8:SSSSSS8CSS|8S«5S^ 

3 3S3SS,n3SS^Sr'S3S2S2g|3 
s3Bs32SsSSss33s5S2S^ 

S3S3SSSSS3XS3SS3SSSs|s 

SSS3£3SSSS3SS333S2S3|3 

II 

lllilisslisiliiiiilil 

3332333333333333S333|3 

1 
. i 

n 

if 

“3"“SS"3"~dd~SS"<’'»Ss|s 

II 

SSSSSSSSSSSgSSSSKSSS 

- Ill  - 


! 


f 

SSrtS3SS53SaSSRSaSSSs|5 

sssssa5ssas2SKSs§ss:s|a 

1 

as'ss3583sasss“5“~rt“sj3 

SSSS2aSSS3SSS2S£SS£S|S 

1 

a ■*  s|s' 

3-SH3S“aS«3S3SSSS3SS| 

1 

IS 

! 

H 

SPSS** 1 

sss-ssssssss-assasnsjj; 

3S3233333333a333332S|3 

n 

aa,oS3"'a"33',3o’S'’~“3'»^ 

li 

''”“333  33  23^232 

IS 

IS 


ssssssss::skse!sss£z:ss|s 

=SK-S22a23-53s:a3334 

SS5S||S|S!8|8SSSS2aS| 

"2s5sassss'’awsss'“sss|i 

3”=s3=s3=j-5=5s3-3==|S 

=2=S33sS3Sss5=S255ss|s 


a 

3SV'SS3S'"53HSSRSS3S"| 

I 

SSS3332SSSSS|SSS3SSS|S 

ll 

sas;qss^s53'n"'',s5'’'s^ss|s 

III 

ssssssssssssssasssssji 

-| 

-3Sri3''S-S3S3S3N-3!333|s 

;ifi 

»3Bsss2sSsS3s3s:?I3is| 

J4«l 

3SSS233SS3SSS3SSS;3S2|;S 

!! 

IlpfflPMIffiij 

j 

32233323S3  2333332333|h 

s 

I 

jji.*  Lilly  H.lfj 

1 

II 

ll!S!!!IlllilIIII!!i 

10 '■“""S  333332  33  32 

-MSST 


- 116  - 


“::»r 


Mato’S** 


J.K.  end  Bean,  L.L.  A decade  Inter:  A follow-up  of 
socl.l  clan,  and  montsl  Illness.  New  York:  John 

Wiley  end  Sons,  Inc.,  1968. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 


a September  2 


Lochgelly , West  Virginia.  He  attended  public 
Hope,  West  Virginia,  and  was  graduated  1 


Company  and  later,  for 


ate  University,  Clevelan 


a Divisional  Credit 
graduated 


He  began  his  study  at  the  University  of  Florida  in 

Act  fellowship,  and  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in 

Health  Services  as  a staff  psychologist  from  September,  1970 

the  North  Central  Florida  Community  Mental  Health  Center, 
first  as  Coordinator  of  Training,  then  as  Gainesville  Clinic 


e degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy. 

Richard  J.  Anderson 
Professor  of  Psychology 


